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Franklin High School

Course Syllabus 
Biology

Instructors: Mr. DeRosa (Mr. Sabel)
E-mail: jderosa@franklinboe.org
Room: B333, B326 & B322
Office: A302
Office Hours: By Appointment




Telephone: Mr. D: 732 302- 4200 ext. 4491
Website: www.derosascience.com



                   (Mr. S:  732 302- 4200 ext. 4542)
Course Description:

This course stresses the life processes common to all organisms: the chemical basis of life, study of plants, animals, ecology, evolution and how organisms fit into their proper role in nature.  Our objective in this course is to become active in the learning process.  Students will analyze and discover concepts from many aspects of Biology.  As a class, we will explore topics, such as: Ecology, Evolution, Genetics, Cells, and Physiology.  This course is an exciting, hands-on approach to learning through exploration.   
Course Materials:

Text:

· Materials will be provided as needed throughout the year.
Supplies:

· Composition Notebook (do not remove pages)
· Binder

· Pencils (including colored pencils)

The listed materials are basic needs for each student, supplied by the student, not the school or teacher.  Being prepared for class and keeping work in an orderly fashion is necessary for student learning, comprehension and development of a good work ethic.

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:  We will be covering all of the New Jersey State content standards for Biology/Life Sciences, grades 9-12.  A convenient viewing of these standards can be found on the New Jersey State Board of Education website:

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/science/

Important Information for Parents and Students:  The “Class Website” will be available online at all times.  The website contains a running list of all assignments, as well as all materials distributed in class.  The website is also available to help students keep organized, and can be viewed by family and/or friends to help students keep up with missed assignments.  Additionally, the class website is frequently updated allowing the student to check what was accomplished in class, as well as locate any assignments or handouts.

Literacy:  In order to become an independent learner of the sciences, a student must learn to read science forms.  Students will be expected to read all lessons.  Reading is essential in learning and to achieving success in all future courses and jobs.

Student Expectations:

1. Attendance:  Successful completion of this course requires consistent participation in accordance with school regulations.  Excessive absences, tardiness, and truancy may result in a student not receiving credit for the course. 
2. Supplies:  Students will be prepared each day with the required materials needed for the class.

3. Respect:  Each student will show mutual respect for other students in the class and the teachers.  Students will contribute to the learning atmosphere in the classroom. 

4. Honesty:  Consequences for dishonest behavior is outlined in the academic honesty policy in your student handbook.
5. Homework: An average of 20-30 minutes of homework may be assigned daily.  All homework will be completed, showing all required steps.  (Parents: Expect weekly homework assignments!  Feel free to check the website and/or e-mail us if you would like to follow up on your student’s workload. When there is no homework assignment, 20 minutes should be spent studying and reviewing course material.)

6. Notes:  Class notes will be taken daily by the students and kept in their three-ring binder.  A copy of all class notes are available on the class website.
7. Retesting: There is a retesting policy for all students in biology.  This policy is a privilege, and not a guarantee. It is entirely at the teacher’s discretion for a student whether a student is allowed to retest.

8. Late Work:  Students need to speak with the instructor to discuss any late work.  Late work may be accepted prior to topic testing at the discretion of the teacher.
Classroom Procedures:

1. Group Work: Occasionally, we will work on group work.  During group work, you are still responsible for your own work.  The group will get a grade so make sure to contribute equally. Each student is expected to complete his or her own work.  Do not copy each other’s work, even when working in a group.  This behavior goes against the Honesty Policy, and will have consequences. 
2. The bell DOES NOT dismiss the class.  The teachers dismiss the class.  Students must remain in their seats until they are dismissed.

3. On-Time Assignments: must be turned in at the beginning of every class period.  Homework turned in at the end of the class period or at the end of the day will be marked late. Homework will not be accepted 2 days after the original due date.  Homework must be legible. Homework can only be graded if it is readable. Please do not turn in crinkled up pages or half sheets of paper.

4. Absences: It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to see the teachers to find out what handouts you missed and what work you need to make up.  If you are planning on being absent for any reason (sports, doctor, class trip, etc), please see us at least a day ahead of time, so you have all the materials you need.  Missed tests and quizzes must be made up within one school week of return after an absence.  You must make an appointment with us to take these and may take them during after school office hours.  If you do not make up the quiz within one week, you will receive a zero for it.

           General Biology






Lab Biology
Grade Components: 




       Grade Components: 

30 % 
Daily Work




       20 % 
Daily Work
30 % 
Tests



     

       30 % 
Tests
10 % 
Quizzes
 



       15 % 
Quizzes
20 % 
Labs/Performance



       20 % 
Labs/Performance
5%

Homework




       10%
Homework

5%

Inquiry





       5% 

Inquiry
Grade Scale:  A (90-100), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (67-69), Failures (66 and lower)

Mr. DeRosa’s (& Mr. Sabel’s) Class Code of Conduct
1. Try your best.  
I don’t expect you to be perfect, but I want you to try. 

2. Conduct yourself as a young lady/gentleman at all times. 
Respect yourself & others, and follow the dress code.
3. Remain on-task.
 I understand that sometimes it is difficult to work every day, and that sometimes you are tired.  
TRY your best to stay on task. 

4. Electronics/cell phones are not allowed in class unless instructed. 
Cell phones, i-pods, etc. are not allowed in class.  These items are a distraction to me, and I can’t teach well with them visible or in-use.
5. Encourage a learning environment.
Sometimes you already understand what we are learning – be patient with others who need more time.
6. Stay in class to learn.
Passes to guidance or restrooms will e written only in an emergency.  You need to spend your time in class to learn the materials being covered.  Speak with your teacher if you have special needs.
Consequences
Consequences are the direct result of your behavior, and may include:

1. Comment or note to you
2. Parent notification describing your behavior and performance 
3. After School detention/extra help
4. Loss of credit for work not completed (along with parental notification)
5. Incident Referral (along with parental notification)
6. Conference with Parent/Dean/Counselor/Teacher 

7. Immediate Removal from Class (along with parental notification)
8. Nomination for Student of the Month
9. Extra credit
Note that consequences are not punishments, but are the result of actions and behaviors.  
Academic Honesty Policy

Some of you may find it beneficial to cheat on an assignment that you are given by one of your teachers.  We recommend that you do not do this for the following reasons:

1) When you cheat, you learn less.

2) When you cheat, you are acting in a dishonorable manner.

3) When you cheat, you are breaking the trust that your teacher and parents have placed in you.

4) When you cheat, you are being less of a person and student than you could be.

If you DO cheat and are caught you will receive: 

· A ZERO FOR THE ASSIGNMENT

· YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN AND THE ADMINISTRATION WILL BE NOTIFIED

· A RECORDED INCIDENT OF CHEATING WILL AUTOMATICALLY DISQUALIFY YOU FROM MEMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Cheating includes, but is not limited to:

· Plagiarizing (see definition below) in any form, whether it’s for a homework assignment and/or a research paper.

· Using answers on quizzes and/or tests that are not your own.

· Having unauthorized access to the question on a quiz and/or test before the test day.
· Using another student’s work and passing it off as your own.

· Copying and sharing quizzes, tests, and assignments (including text/picture messaging).

Plagiarism 

Stealing somebody’s work or idea – taking somebody else’s work and trying to pass it off as your own.

Please note: Also unacceptable is being an accessory to cheating, i.e. providing someone with your work so that they can copy it.  Anyone found performing this role are subject to the same consequences as the cheater.

Bottom line – Don’t cheat or help someone cheat; it is not a good thing to do.  If you get caught, you will regret cutting corners.

Remember:  If you need help on an assignment, ask; teachers are more than happy to help you.

PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN ONLY THE LAST PAGE OF THIS LETTER.  
BE SURE TO KEEP THE REST FOR YOUR RECORDS.

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL

2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR

INSTRUCTORS: Mr. Joseph DeRosa (Mr. J. Sabel)
Letter to the parents or guardians of Biology students:

All students can succeed at Biology.  However, students, teachers and parents must help work together for that success.  In the accompanying pages, we have explained what responsibility the student will have.  We are asking for your assistance in the following areas:

1.  Check with your student to see that they have the required class supplies, and are taking them to class.


2.  Check to see that your student is doing homework.


3.  Encourage determination and perseverance.

4.  Monitor your student’s absences.  Excessive absences and tardiness in this science class is one of the primary causes of failure.




5.  Encourage your student to seek immediate help whenever necessary.  

We are available during our office hours and by appointment for additional help.  Other teachers in the department are also available on various days of the week.  Attached is the course syllabus, which outlines information students and parents need to know about this class.  Please read and have your student keep this syllabus to help you know what is expected of your student.

****Please let me know that you have seen the syllabus for this class by signing this form and returning it to me as soon as possible.  If you would, please sit down with your child and fill out the parent information survey on the class website at: www.fhsbiology.com. 
E-mail is the best way to reach us, but please feel free to call the school at any time.  We will try to get back to you as soon as we can.  


                Thank you!

        J. DeRosa (& J. Sabel)
PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN ONLY THIS PAGE.  
BE SURE TO KEEP THE OTHER PAGES FOR YOUR RECORDS.

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL

2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR

INSTRUCTORS: Mr. Joseph DeRosa & MR. J. Sabel
I have read and understand the attached syllabus, code of conduct, and academic honesty policy.

Please check here once you have completed the online parent survey at www.derosascience.com under Mr. DeRosa’s page

Student name (please print): ______________________________________________________

Student signature: ________________________________________     Class Period: ________


Parent/Guardian name (please print): ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:_______________________________________ Date: ____________
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